Immigration |

Becoming American: The Chinese
Experience Part Il



Foreign Born as a Percent of the Total Population:
Selected Countries and Years between 1990 and 2002
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History of Immigration

Table I. Decennial Trends, 18%0-1990, in the T.S. Foreign-Born Population {Census Data), in Legal Immigration by Region of Origin (INS
Data on Admissions (o Permanent Residence), and in Net Immigration Froportion of Total U.S, Fopulation Growth®

Census data

Foreign-born population

INS data: Immigration by decade and region of last residence

Fopulation

% growth due
Foreign-born North/West to net

N of total U.S. N Europe and  South/East Latin Asia immigration
Census year { 1000s) population Decade {1000s) Canada (%) Europe (%) America (%) (%) {%)
1500 10,445 13.6 1301-1%00 3688 44,7 NE 1.0 2.0 203
1910 13,360 14.7 1901-1910 8,795 238 69.9 2.1 3.7 386
1520 14,020 13.2 1911-1520 5,736 303 580 7.0 43 17.7
1930 14,283 116 1921-1930 4147 538 287 144 27 150
1940 11,657 28 1931-1940 528 580 283 9.7 3 1.6
1950 10,431 6.9 19411950 1,035 63.8 12.8 14.9 36 8.8
1960 9,738 5.5 19511960 2515 58 16.0 2212 6.1 106
91 9619 4.7 19611970 3322 30.0 163 3886 12.9 16.1
1080 14,080 6.2 1971-1980 4,493 10.2 114 403 353 17.5
1590 19,767 79 1981-1990 7,338 72 53 471 373 391

“Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Censuvs, Statistical Absirgets of the United States (112th ed.), 1992, Tables 1, 5-6, and 45, US. Immigration and

Naturalization Service. Statistical Yearbooks, 199(-1992, Tables 1 and 2.

"Data include 1,359,186 formerly undocumented immigrants who had resided in the United States since 1982 and whose status was lepalized in
fiscal years 198% and 1990 under the provisions of the IRCA of 1986. An additional 1.7 million eligible legalization applicants, already qualified
wnder IRCA, had not yel adjusted their status to permanent residem as of 1990 and are thus not included in this table; they are reflected in
INS statistics for fiscal 1991 and subsequent years. Indeed, in 1991 a record total of 1,827,167 immigrants were legally admitted into the United
Siates; of rthese, 1,123,162 were IRCA legalizees.



Model Minority

» Median household income (dollars) in 2006

Allhouseholds . . ........ ... ... L. 48,451
Whitealone . ... 51,429
White alone, not Hispanic. . ................. 52,375
Blackalone......................... .... 32,372
American Indian and Alaska Native alone. . . . .. 33,762
Asianalone............ ... . . . 63,642
Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander alone . 49,361
Some Other Racealone . ................ .. 38,372
TwoorMoreRaces.. .................. .. 42,213
Hispanic (anyrace) ....................... 38,747

(U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2006)



Educational Achievement by Race for persons over 25
years of age

U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Report 2003
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Ruben G. Rumbaut
Origins and Destinies

 Main guestions:
— 1. How did immigration change since 19407
— 2. Where do immigrants come from?
— 3. Where do they go?
— 4. What Is their socio-economic profile?

— 5. Are immigrants a cost or a benefit to the
US?




1. How did immigration change?

Table I. Decennial Trends, 1820-1990, in the 1).S. Foreign-Born Population {Census Data), in Legal Immigration by Region of Origin (INS
Data on Admissions 10 Permanent Residence), and in Net Immigration Froportion of Tetal U.S, Fopulation Growih®

Census data:
Foreign-born population INS data: Immigration by decade and region of last residence

Population

%o growth due
Foreign-born Morth/West 1o net

N of tota] U.S. N Eurcpe and  Soulh/East Latin Asia immigration
Census year  (1000s) population Decade {1000s) Canada (%) Furope (%) America (%) (%) (%)
1900 10,445 13.6 1391-1900 3,688 4.7 5 IS 1.0 2.0 03
1910 13,360 14.7 1901-1910 8,795 238 60.9 21 37 38.6
1920 14,020 13.2 1911-1920 5736 30.3 IR0 7.0 4.3 177
1930 14,283 1.6 1921-1930 4,167 538 287 144 27 15.0
1940 11,657 B.8 1931-1940 528 380 283 a7 31 16
1950 10,431 6.9 19411950 1,035 63.8 12.8 14.9 3.6 B8
1560 9,738 5.5 i951-1960 2,215 518 16.0 222 6.1 i06
1970 9619 4.7 19611970 3 e 16.3 386 12.9 16.1
1980 14,080 6.2 1971-1980 4,493 10.2 1.4 403 353 17.9
1090 19,767 7.9 1981-1990 7,338 12 53 471 373 391

“Sources: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Sratistical Abstracis of the United Siates (112th ed.), 1992, Tables 1, 5-6, and 45, US. Immigration and
Naturalization Service. Statistical Yearbooks, 1990G-19592, Tables 1 and 2.

’Data inclnde 1,359,186 formerly imdocumented immigrants who had resided in the United States since 1082 and whose status was legalized in
fiscal years 198% and 1990 vunder the provisions of the IRCA of 1986. An additional 1.7 millien eligible legalization applicants, already qualified
under IRCA, had nol yel adjusted 1heir status to permanent resident as of 1990 and are thus not included in this table; they are reflected in
INS statistics for fiscal 1991 and subsequent years, Indeed, in 1991 a record total of 1,827,167 immigrants were legally admitted into the United
States; of these, 1,123,162 were IRCA lepalizees.



2. Where do immigrants come from?
3. Where do they go?

Table 11. Size, Year of Immigration, U.S. Citizenship, and Patterns of Concentration of Principal Foreign-Born Groups in the United States in 1996,
by Region and Country of Binh, in Rank Order by Recency of Arrival®

Year of immigration to the United Natyralized
States 1S, citizen States of principal setilement

Region/ New York/

country Persons 1980  1970s 196ds  Pre 1960 Yes No California  New Jersey  Florida

of birth (™) % ® B B (B (B (%) (%) (%)
Africa 363,819 18 61 28 7 4 34 66 181 2232 4.1
Asia 4,979,037 252 57 29 4 5 41 50 402 157 23
Latin America/Caribbean 8,416,924 42.6 50 28 15 7 27 73 387 179 128
Europe and Canada 5,095233 258 20 13 19 48 63 37 16.1 24.6 7.5
Cambodia® 118,833 0.6 86 14 o 0 20 80 4715 3.0 1.1
Laos? 171,577 09 73 27 i) 0 17 83 42.0 1.8 1.3
Vietnam® 543,262 27 64 35 1 0 43 57 499 a9 2.4
El Salvador 485,433 24 76 19 4 1 15 83 60.3 10.5 21
Guatemala 225,739 11 69 22 7 2 17 83 60.2 10.7 51
Nicaragua 168,659 0.9 75 16 5 4 15 85 346 71 427
Korea 568397 29 55 37 6 2 41 59 352 17.5 15
Taiwan 244,102 1.2 65 27 8 1 39 61 429 16.8 19
Iran 210,941 1.1 50 41 6 3 27 73 547 9.1 23
Haiti 225,303 11 61 26 11 2 27 73 12 457 36.9
India 450,406 23 58 30 10 2 35 65 18.6 26.4 27
Philippines 912,674 4.6 51 31 13 5 54 46 528 9.8 24
Mexico 4,208.014 216 50 k]| 11 8 23 77 516 1.3 1.3
Deminican Republic 347,858 18 53 27 17 3 28 72 1.0 799 6.7
Colombia 286,124 14 52 27 18 3 20 71 10.7 43.0 233
Jamaica 334,140 1.7 47 33 15 5 iz 62 34 50.2 221
Hong Kong 147,131 0.7 44 13 19 4 35 45 43.9 24.5 1.8
China 529,837 27 55 21 13 11 44 56 300 275 1.5
Japan 200,128 1.5 53 16 14 17 28 72 336 14.2 23
Cuba® 736,971 37 26 19 46 9 51 49 67 15.6 67.5




Continued

Table I1. Continued

Year nf immigration to the Elnited Naturalized
States U.S. citizen States of principal seilemen

Region/ New York/

country Persons 1980s  1970s 19680s  Pre 1960  Yes No Califonia  New Jersey  Florida

of birth (N) %) (% % R B (B % (%) (%) (%)
Soviet Unjon® 333,725 1.7 34 17 3 46 59 41 23.2 353 5.3
Poland® 388,328 2.0 13 1 13 43 62 38 75 328 6.8
Portugal 210,122 1.1 25 36 29 10 44 56 17.1 23.4 18
Greece 177,398 0.8 13 28 28 31 ! 29 95 326 5.1
United Kingdom 640,145 3.2 25 15 20 40 5¢ 30 21.2 16.0 0.3
Canada 744,830 3B 17 12 20 51 54 46 210 9.6 10.4
Ireland 169,827 0.3 1% 8 16 57 68 3z 11.1 0.0 4.5
Germany 711,929 3.6 1n 8 2 59 g 28 14.6 189 78
lialy 580,562 29 3 14 23 358 1o 24 B3 4.9 4.9
Total [oreign-bora 18,767,316 100.0 LE ] 25 14 17 41 50 327 10,3 84
Total native-born 228,942,557 100.0 — — — — - — 10.2 U6 4.0

“Sources: US. Bureau of the Census, 1990 Eiftnic Profifes for States, CPH-L-136, 1993: The Foreign Bomn Population in the United States 1990 CP-3-1,
July 1953, Tables 1 and 3; and The Foreign Born Population in the United States: 199¢, CPH-L-08, 1993, Table 13. Data on year of immigration are
drawn from a 5% Public Use Microdara Sample (PUMS) of the 1990 Census, and subject to sample varability; decimals are rounded off,

*Denotes conntry from which most recent migrants 1o the United States have been officially admitted as refugees.



The Forelgn Born In the United States
As Percentage of Total County Population, 2000
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The Forelgn Born from Mexico In the United States
As Percentage of Total County Population, 2000
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The Forelgn Born from China In the United States
As Percentage of Total County Population, 2000*

*excludes Hong Kong and Taiwan
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The Foreign Born from Vietnam in the United States
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4. What is their socio-economic profile?

Tahie I1N. Age, Gender, English Proficiency, Fertitity, and Family Comexs of Principal lmmigrant Groups in the Uniled States in 1990, in
Rank Order by Age, by Region and Country of Birth, Compared to Native 11.5. Racial-Ethnic Groups®

Ape Speaks English? Family contexts?
Fertility':
Children

Region/ Mezdian 60 years Gender:  Engish Not well  born per Female Children <18

country Persons age or older Female only  or at all woman  householder with 2 parents
of birth (M) (years) (%2) (%) (%) (%0) 3544 (%) (%0}
Europe and Canada 5,005,233 53 40.0 570 45 9 1.8 10.9 86
Asia 4,975,037 35 10.6 510 2 22 20 10.7 83
Adrica 363,819 34 62 407 25 5 22 11.0 75
Latin America/Caribbean 8,416,924 33 9.6 484 13 40 23 191 6%
Ttaly 580,592 50 48.3 51.8 22 16 2.1 08 85
Poland® 388,328 57 46,0 528 20 20 1.6 111 83
Ireland 169,827 36 43.6 60.0 90 0 24 171 88
Soviel LUnion® 333725 55 45.8 54 R 20 24 1.7 108 B8
Canada 744830 53 40.7 58.7 BO 1 1.8 123 86
Germany 711,929 53 370 6.6 41 2 1.8 16.4 75
United Kingdom 640,145 50 339 598 93 0 18 139 85
Cuba® 736,971 49 301 516 5 40 18 16.2 72
Greete 177,398 49 26.6 46.2 11 20 2.1 674 89
China 529,837 45 251 30.5 3 44 18 3.2 87
Portugal 210,122 40 17.3 50.0 & 34 21 20 82
Philippines 012,614 39 147 36.7 11 7 19 151 78
Japan 200,128 R 12,5 6.6 16 25 1.6 4.7 o5
Iamaira 334,140 36 12.0 552 o4 D 22 346 53
Colombia 286,124 35 82 53.6 5 34 18 215 65
India 450,406 36 6.4 45.] 12 9 20 33 92
Iran 210,941 35 9.1 41.9 8 12 1.8 7.6 86

Korea 568,307 35 81 57.0 7 30 18 11 87




Continued

Table 111. Continued

Age Speaks English? Family contexts?
Fenility™
Children
Region/ Median 60 years Gender: English Not well  born per Female Children < 1B
country Persons age  or older Female only or at all woman  householder  with 2 parents
of birth (M (years) (%) (%) (%) (%) 3544 (%) (%)
Haiti 225,393 35 73 50.2 6 23 24 276 56
Dominican Republic 347,858 34 79 54.5 4 45 25 41.3 47
Taiwan 244,102 33 36 53.0 5 17 1.7 10.2 210
Nicaragua 168,659 30 71 51.8 4 41 25 21.0 66
Mexico 4,298,014 30 7.0 4.9 4 45 33 14.1 73
Vietnam® 543,262 30 53 474 4 3 25 153 73
Guatemala 225,139 30 4.2 48.7 3 45 2.6 19.5 (i)
Hong Kong 147,131 30 3z 499 7 15 1.7 Q.7 B4
El Salvador 485,433 29 39 463 3 49 23 214 61
Cambodia® 118,833 29 5.1 524 2 43 33 243 £
Laos’ 171,577 27 49 48.3 2 43 4.2 11.9 81
Tetal foreign bomn 19,767,316 37 18.0 1. 2] 26 2.3 148 74
Total native born 228,942,557 33 16.7 513 92 1 1.9 16.1 73



5. Are immigrants a cost or a benefit to the US?

Table 1V, Scciceconomic Stratification of Principal Immigrant Groups in the United States in 199G, in Rank Qrder of College Graduates, by Region
and Country of Birth, Compared 1o Native U.5. Racial-Ethnic Groups®

. Labor Force and Occupation? Incomed
Coilege in iabor Upper Lower Poverty Fublic Crwn
Region/country Persons graduates force Self-employed  whitecollar  blue-collar rate assistance  home
of birth ! (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) R I C.)
Africa 363,819 471 LN 71 37 12 15.7 4.7 34
Asia 4,979,037 384 66.4 78 32 13 162 10.7 50
Europe and Canada 5,095,233 18.6 522 9.5 32 12 93 5.7 68
Latin America/Caribbean 8,416,924 a1 70.7 50 12 26 243 113 37
Above 1.5, average
India 450,406 64.9 746 63 48 8 8.1 34 54
Tawan 244,102 62.2 64.9 1.5 17 4 16.7 37 &6
Iran 210,941 50.6 679 12,0 42 6 157 11 35
Hong Kong 147,131 46.8 753 35 4i 7 127 35 62
Philippines 912,674 430 76.3 33 28 13 59 10.4 61
Japan 250,128 350 542 7.9 39 7 12.8 22 46
Kerea 568,397 34.4 63.9 188 25 13 156 7.9 48
China 529,837 30.9 62.3 7.8 29 16 157 106 56
Near US. average
Soviet Union® 333,725 2711 397 10.1 k]| 1 25.0 167 47
United Kingdom 640,145 231 573 B3 40 6 6.6 37 09
Canada 744,830 221 521 9.5 38 8 78 48 71
Germany 711,929 19.1 4.7 9.1 33 9 77 4.3 73
Pualand” 388,328 16.3 50.4 7.9 23 20 9.7 5.4 4
Viztnam® 543,262 159 6.4 58 17 21 255 26.2 47
Ciba® 736,91 156 64.1 7.3 23 18 147 16.2 56
Colombia 286,124 15.5 737 6.6 17 22 153 7.5 ig
Jamaica 34,140 14.9 714 40 22 1 121 7.8 4




continued

Table IV. Continued

Education® Labor Force and Occupation® Income’
College In labor Upper Lower Poverty Public Own
Region/country Persons graduates force Self employed  white-collar blue-ccllar rate assistance home
of birth ™ (%) (%) (%) (%) (%) % ® B
Orecce 177,398 14.8 609 14.7 29 12 a1 53 67
Nicaragua 168 653 14.6 731 47 " 24 24 R4 26
Iteland 169,827 14.6 515 73 29 9 8.4 4.1 60
Below ULS. average
Haili 225,393 11.8 717 35 14 24 1.7 93 37
laly 580,592 B.6 464 101 20 18 B.OD 55 81
Dominican Republic 347,858 7.5 638 5.1 11 3 30.0 218 16
Guatemala 225,739 58 7573 52 7 28 258 83 2D
Cambodia® 118,833 55 484 52 g 23 8.4 49.5 23
Laos® 171,577 51 497 22 7 41 40.3 455 26
Portugai 210,122 4.6 716 i o 36 7.0 84 62
El Salvador 485,433 4.6 763 4.7 & 27 24.9 7.1 19
Mexico 4,298,014 35 697 4.5 6 32 07 11.3 36
Total foreign bom 19,767,316 0.4 643 6.9 22 1% 182 91 49
Toral native born 228,942,557 203 654 7.0 27 14 12.7 7.4 635
Native racial-ethnic groups:
Asian (native-born) 2,363,047 35.9 68.8 53 34 8 58 4.5 63
White {non-Hispanic) 18R, 128,296 220 653 17 20 13 92 53 AR
Black (non-Hispanic) 20,216,293 114 627 28 18 21 20.5 19.7 43
Pacific Islanders 365,024 10.8 01 41 18 16 17.1 IR R-] 44
Pucrto Rican 1,727,753 9.5 0.4 28 17 21 3.7 26.9 26
American Indianf/Alaskan 1,959,234 9.3 62.1 58 18 19 30.9 186 54
Mexican (native-born) 89333,371 B.6 672 4.4 16 19 245 13.5 54
ner LT . ) e o o3 m t n H H Tr 1 Lahe s | T 1 AWDoY a rre N - .




Becoming American



Min Zhou, Are Asian Americans

Becoming “White”?

« Asian Americans are heterogenous

Racial divisions — e.g. Indian vs. Korean
Linguistic diversity
Historical divisions — e.g. Chinese and Japanese

Some more successful (e.g. Chinese, Japanese) others are less
so (e.g. Hmong, Cambodian)

Divisions within nationalities (Indian, Chinese)

Different composition by social, economic and educational
background in the mother country

Different times of arrival
Different generations

 Pan-Asian identity is an American political ideology



* The Stereotype of the ‘model minority’
— Reinforces the myth that the U.S. is devoid of racism
— Keeps Asians to higher standards
— Channels them into certain careers

e Asians are more likely to
— Intermarry and mix with whites
— Lose language in 2"d generation

 Still not completely accepted by all
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