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History of Immigration











Model Minority
• Median household income (dollars)  in 2006

• All households . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 48,451

• White alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .  51,429 
• White alone, not Hispanic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  52,375
• Black alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .   32,372
• American Indian and Alaska Native alone. . . . . .   33,762
• Asian alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   63,642
• Native Hawaiian & Other Pacific Islander alone .  49,361
• Some Other Race alone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . .    38,372 
• Two or More Races . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . 42,213 
• Hispanic (any race) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .  38,747

• (U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey 2006)



Educational Achievement by Race for persons over 25 
years of age 

U.S. Census Bureau Current Population Report 2003
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Becoming American



Min Zhou, Are Asian Americans 
Becoming “White”?

• Asian Americans are heterogenous
– Racial divisions – e.g. Indian vs. Korean
– Linguistic diversity
– Historical divisions – e.g. Chinese and Japanese
– Some more successful (e.g. Chinese, Japanese) others are less 

so (e.g. Hmong, Cambodian)
– Divisions within nationalities (Indian, Chinese)
– Different composition by social, economic and educational 

background in the mother country
– Different times of arrival
– Different generations

• Pan-Asian identity is an American political ideology



• The Stereotype of the ‘model minority’
– Reinforces the myth that the U.S. is devoid of racism
– Keeps Asians to higher standards
– Channels them into certain careers

• Asians are more likely to
– Intermarry and mix with whites
– Lose language in 2nd generation

• Still not completely accepted by all



Real Women Have Curves

• Why does Ana’s mother, Carmen, not 
want Ana to go to university?

• How does the Garcia family compare to 
the families we got to know in the 
documentary about Chinese immigrants?
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