POLI 11: Introduction to Comparative Politics

Summer Session I (June 28th – July 29th 2004)

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 11:00 – 1:50

Cognitive Science Bldg (CSB) #005

Class website: http://weber.ucsd.edu/~ejhollan/classes.htm

Instructor: Ethan J. Hollander

Email: ejhollan@ucsd.edu 

Office: Social Science Building (SSB) #447

Office Hours: Tuesday 2-4 pm or by appointment

This class will provide a general introduction to the study of political systems worldwide. The approach and many of the readings will be theoretical; but we will draw from real-world examples as illustrations of these theoretical concepts. Thus, a basic understanding of world history, current events and even the American political system will be assumed. If you don’t already watch the news or read the newspaper, start doing so now. I highly recommend the New York Times (available on-line), the Jim Lehrer New Hour (weekdays at 7pm on KPBS-TV), All Things Considered – NPR News (weekdays at 3:00–5:30 pm on KPBS Radio, 89.5 FM), and The Economist magazine. 

All assignments will be graded on a 4-point scale (A=4.0; B=3.0; B-=2.7; C+=2.3; etc.). All assignments must be completed in order to receive a passing grade. Final grades will be calculated with reference to the following: 

Mid-term assignment: 





40%

Final assignment: 





40%

Homework, quizzes, class participation and extra credit: 
20%

Reading assignments for the class will come from Patterns of Democracy (by Arend Lijphart; available at the campus bookstore) and the POLI 11 Course Reader (available at: Cal Copy; 3251 Holiday Ct. #103; La Jolla; (858) 452-9949). There will also be handouts, a movie (to be shown in class), and a few short readings available on e-reserves (http://reserves.ucsd.edu). Unless otherwise noted, all assignments should be completed by the dates specified in the schedule of classes.

Note: This syllabus is subject to change. You are responsible for all assignments given in class, regardless of whether they appear in the syllabus. 

Schedule of Classes

Class 1: General Introduction

Subjects covered: Definitions of major concepts. What is politics? What is a state? What are collective action problems and how do governments help us overcome them?

Readings: 
Glance & Huberman: “The Dynamics of Social Dilemmas”

Charles Tilly: “War Making and State Making as Organized Crime”



“Evo-Economics” (from The Economist, December 25, 1993)

Assignment: For next class meeting, type up and bring in a couple paragraphs that describe a collective action problem not already discussed in class or in the readings. 

Class 2: Forms of democratic government.

Subjects covered: Direct versus representative democracy; Institutions of representative democratic government (including discussion of Majoritarian versus Consociational rule; Federalism; Presidents and Parliaments; Electoral systems; Constitutions; Courts; Political parties, special interest groups and social movements; etc.)

Readings: 
Patrick O’Neil: Essentials of Comparative Politics (selections).

Lijphart: Patterns of Democracy (pp. 1-4, 9-13.1, 17.2-21.1, 34.2-41, passim)

The German Political system (from Comparative Politics Today, by Almond, Powell, Strøm and Dalton).

Results of a regional German election (from a German newspaper, Neue Westfälische Zeitung. Just look at the diagram.)

Proportional Representation in Israel (from Shively, Power and Choice)

Class 3: Forms of democratic government (cont’d).

Subjects covered: A continuation of the subjects above, with an emphasis on the trade-offs inherent in various democratic institutions. 

Readings:  
Linz: “The Perils of Presidentialism”



Horowitz: “Comparing Democratic Systems” (a response to Linz)



Linz: “The Virtues of Parliamentarism” (Linz’ rejoinder)



Publius: Federalist Paper #51
Additional note: The mid-term assignment will be handed out in class. 

  (Due at the start of Class #5)

Class 4: New Democracies, Non-Democracies, Failed States and Ethnic Conflict. 

Subjects covered: In addition to the above, we will discuss the mid-term assignment.

Readings: 
Hilton Root: “Tying the King’s Hands”



Federalist Paper #10

Jalali & Lipset: “Racial and Ethnic Conflicts” (from e-reserves)

Class 5: Mid-Term assignment due and movie. 


In-class: 
Discuss/debate mid-term assignment. 

Watch Michael Moore’s Bowling for Columbine.

Class 6: Methods of comparative politics research. 

Subjects covered: The scientific method; Historical experiments; Development of the modern (nation-)state.

Readings:
(  Harrison: The Pan-American Dream (Chapter 1, skim pp. 27-41)

(  Alexis de Tocqueville: Democracy in America (Selection)



(  Get started on next week’s readings!

Class 7: Explaining the emergence of democracy and authoritarianism.

Readings: 
(  Shugart & Carey: “The Weimar Republic” (on e-reserves)

(  Pipes: “Flight From Freedom: What Russians Think and Want” (e-reserves)

(  Moore: Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Selections. Skim: 413-420)

(  Brian Downing: The Military Revolution (Selections. Skim pp. 56-83)

Class 8: The wealth and poverty of nations.

Readings: 
(  Mancur Olson: “Dictatorship, Democracy, and Development”

(  Jared Diamond: Guns, Germs, and Steel (Selections).

(  Review Harrison (from Class #6) and “Tying the Kings Hands” (Class #4).

Class 9: Special topics and current events.

Subjects covered: TBA

Readings: 
Read the current issue of The Economist magazine.



Read the most recent New York Times “Week in Review”



Horace Miner: “Body Ritual among the Nacirema”



Other readings TBA.

Additional Note: The take-home portion of the final exam will be handed out during class. 

                It will be due at the start of Class #10. 

Class 10: Conclusion.

Things covered: 
(  Take-home portion of final exam due. 




(  In-class (smaller) portion of final exam.




(  Concluding thoughts.




(  Teaching evaluations.
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