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Very Short Paper I: Data Collection 
due: Wednesday Oct 11 

 
Go find some interesting data.  

 
 Your data should include at least 50 observations of values for at least two variables in a 
cross-section or a panel (N>=50, T>0). 
 
 Report a table of means, which includes for each variable to be used in the analysis, the 
mean, standard deviation, number of observations, minimum and maximum value (i.e., summ in 
Stata*). If weights are to be used in analysis, report the weighted means and standard deviations 
as well. At the bottom of the table you should document the source, including enough 
information to make replication possible. 
 
 The very short paper will be marked on the econometric method alone, with no marks 
deducted for even the most ludicrous economic analysis, so feel free to have fun. On the other 
hand, you will spend many intimate hours with this project, so you may as well construct it in a 
way that will make it interesting for yourself. 
 
 Feel free to contact any of us (by Oct 2) if you have questions about data choices. 
Note: This example includes the number of obs in the note. The min and max are often 
excluded in the published version of a paper due to space constraints. A good first draft 
should have them. 
 
 

                                                 
*  If you are thinking of using some software other than Stata please contact one of us so we can arrange for an MRI. 


