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Attaining Mündigkeit, political maturity, implies finding one’s voice.  The attendant concept of

citizenship gives the tradition of German political thought beginning with Luther its democratic

imperative.  I demonstrate the presence of this tradition in contemporary democratic theory through an

analysis of Martin Luther, Samuel von Pufendorf, G.E. Lessing, Immanuel Kant, and G.W.F Hegel.  The

politics of interpreting and constructing the German language has shaped the language of modern politics.
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Finding Voice: The Presence of German Political Thought
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German: spoken and written fluency

Spanish: conversational and reading knowledge

Middle High German: reading knowledge



French: reading knowledge

Classical Greek: reading knowledge

Latin: reading knowledge
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