State Constitutions Summary

(still under development – 5/05)
California

1849 Constitution 

Art 10: Mode of Amending the Constitution

Sec 1: Majority of legislators in both houses can vote for amendment.  Amendment is then submitted to the voters for approval “in such manner and such time as the legislature shall prescribe.”  Majority vote then approves amendment.

Provision for replacement of the constitution:

Sec 2: 2/3 vote to completely replace the constitution has the effect of placing a vote to create a constitutional convention on the ballot.  If a majority votes to hold convention it is held.

Amendment 30 (1862) Art 10, Sec 2

Same process as above, but new constitution is then submitted to the voters.

Ballot Form

Only one reference:

Art. 2 SEC. 6. “All elections by the people shall be by ballot.”

Election Dates

Art 4, Sec 3  First Tuesday in November.

Art 4, Sec 3-Amendment 2 (1862). Election date changed to first Wednesday in September.

Art 4, Sec 3-Amendment 4 (1862). Senate elections to be held biannually (4 year terms with ½ standing for election every two years).   
Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art. 5, Sec. 2 Two year term.

Art. 5, Sec. 2--Amendment 7 (1862) changed to a 4 year term. 

State Senators

Art. 4, Sec. 5   Two year term

Art. 4, Sec. 5--Amendment 3 (1862)  Changed to four year term.

Assembly

Art. 4, Sec. 3
One year term.

Art. 4, Sec. 3—Amendment 2 (1862) Changed to two year term.

Sessions
Art. 4, Sec 2 legislature meets annually.

Amendment 1 (1862) legislature meets bi-annually.

Districts

Art 4, Sec 29 
Size of districts and number of seats in legislature to be decided on by first legislature.  

Art 4, Sec 30
No county can be divided to create a district for US Rep, Assembly or Senate.  No district that contains more than one county can be separated by another county.

Art 4, Sec 30—Amendment 5 (1862).  Allows for a division of counties to create multiple districts within a county. 

Prohibits the division of counties in order to create districts larger than one county.

Apportionment

No specified schedule for apportionment or details except as noted above.

Initiative and Referendum

None

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

None specified.

1879 Constitution

Mode of Amending the Constitution

Art 18, Sec 1:  2/3 vote by legislators will have the effect of allowing for the submission of each amendment to the voters.  A majority vote ratifies the amendment.

Art 4, Sec 1, Amend 76 (1911). Allows for amendments to the Constitution to be enacted by  a majority vote through the initiative process.

Subsequent changes to this process appear in:

Art 4, Sec 1—Amend 211 (1932).

Art 4, Sec 1—Amend 253 (1938).
Ballot Form

Art 2, Sec 5 “All elections by the people shall be by ballot.”

Art 2, Sec 5—Amend 11 (1896) “All elections by the people shall be by ballot or by such other method as may be prescribed by law; provided, that secrecy in voting be preserved.”

Election Dates

Art. 4, Sec. 3  First Tuesday in November.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art. 5, Sec. 2 
Four year term.

State Senators

Art. 4, Sec. 4  Four year term

Assembly

Art. 4, Sec. 3
Two year term.

Sessions
Art 4, Sec 2 
Biennial sessions unless governor calls special session.

Districts

Art 4, Sec 6
“no county, or city and county, shall be divided, unless it contains sufficient population within itself to form two or more districts, nor shall a part of any county, or of any city and county, be united with any other county, or city and county, in forming any district”

Apportionment

Art 4, Sec 6
Beginning with census of 1880, every ten years apportionment will occur at the first session after the census.  Districts are to be created in “as near equal population as may be.”

Art 4, Sec 6 Amend 163 (1926) “in the formation. of senatorial districts no county or city and county shall contain more than one senatorial district, and the counties of small population shall be grouped in districts of not to exceed three counties in any one senatorial district.”

If legislature fails to act a Reapportionment Commission consisting of the Lieutenant Governor, who shall be chairman, and the Attorney General, Surveyor General, Secretary of State and State Superintendent of Public Instruction, shall apportion the districts.

Initiative and Referendum

Art 4, Sec 1—Amend 76.  Details the initiative and referendum process for laws and Constitutional amendments.

Subsequent changes to this process appear in:

Art 4, Sec 1—Amend 211 (1932).

Art 4, Sec 1—Amend 253 (1938).

Direct Primaries/ Registration

Art 2, Sec 2.5—Amend 16 (1900) Delegates to the legislature the power to make laws setting the rules for political primaries.

No provisions on registration.

Rules for Electing Senators

None specified.

Colorado 1876

Amending State Constitution

Art 19 Sec 1

Two thirds of both houses must vote to recommend a constitutional convention.  The recommendation is voted on by the people in the next general election.  A majority of the people must vote yes for the convention to be convened. 

Election Dates

Art 5 Sec 2

General Assembly:  First Tuesday in October

Art 4 Sec1:

Governor: general election

Art 7, Sec 7

General election to be held on the first Tuesday of October

Term Limits and Lengths

Art 5 Sec2

General Assembly: 2 year term

Art 4 Sec 1

Governor: 2 year term starting on the second Tuesday of January

No term limits specified during time period

District Characteristics

Art 5 Sec46:  The senate shall consist of 26 members, the House 49.  These numbers will not change until 1890.  Then the general assembly can change the numbers as they see fit.  

Rules for Reapportionment

Art 5 Sec 44:  US House.  First representative will be elected at large, whenever the US congress adds more representatives, the general assembly will divide districts accordingly.  

Art 5 Sec 47,  Districts can be altered from time to time (presumably by the general assembly).  For districts made of more than one county, the counties must be contiguous.  Countries may not be divided to form new congressional districts.  

Initiative and Referendum

Art 5, Sec 1 Amendment 32, Establishes initiative and referendum, adopted in 1910

District Primaries and Registration

None specified

US Senators

None found

Illinois 1818, 1848, 1870

Amending state constitution

1818

Art 7 Sec 1: Two thirds of the general assembly can recommend a constitutional convention to the electors, to be voted on in the next general election.  If a majority votes in favor, the convention is convened with as many members as there are in the general assembly.

1848

Art 12 Sec 1: same as 1818

1870

Art 14 Sec 1: same as 1818 except the number of representatives at the convention shall be double the number in the state senate.

Election date:

1818

Art 2 Sec 2: General assembly, first Monday in August

1848

Art 3 Sec 2:  Senate and general assembly, first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 4 Sec 2: Governor, first Tuesday after the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 6 Sec 9:  General elections will be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

1870: same as 1848

Term limits and length

1818 

Art 2 Sec 2:  General election to be held every two years

Art 2 Sec 4:  Senators have four year terms

Art 3 Sec 2:  Gubernatorial election every 4 years

1848: Same as 1818

1870: Same as 1818

District Characteristics

1818

No specific rules specified

1848

Art 3 Sec 9:  Representative and senatorial districts will be made of contiguous territory, bounded by county lines.   One senator per district and no more than three representatives per district.  Cities and towns with a certain population may be contained in its own district.

Art 3 Sec 10: “In forming senatorial and representative districts counties containing a population of not more than one-fourth over the existing ratio, shall form separate districts and the excess shall be given to the nearest county or counties not having a senator or representative, as the case may be, which has the largest white population.”

1870

Art 4 Sec 6: 51 senatorial districts made of compact and contiguous territory, bounded by county lines and with as equal population as can be practically achieved. But no district can have less than 4/5ths the senatorial ratio.  “Counties containing not less than the ratio and 3/4ths” can be divided into separate districts and be entitled two senators, “and to one additional senator for each number of inhabitants equal to the ratio contained by such counties in excess of twice the number of said ratio”

Art 4 Sec7:  Every county or district containing less than 3/5ths of the representative ratio (see rules for reapportionment, 1870 Art 4 Sec 7 below) shall be adjoined to an adjacent district containing the least population. Counties having over two hundred thousand inhabitants may be divided into district each entitled to between 3 and 5 representatives.

Rules for reapportionment

1818

Art 2 Sec 5:  apportionment of senators and representatives to be prescribed by law

1848

Art 3 Sec 6: The house has 75 members, the senate 25.  After “one million souls” reside in the state, five members shall be added to the house and five members for every additional five hundred thousand until the total number of representatives equals 100.  Thereafter, the number of representatives will not change.  Apportionment to be determined by the number of white inhabitants.  Furthermore, “in all future apportionments, where more than one county shall be thrown into a representative district, all representatives to which said counties may be entitled shall be elected by the entire district.”

1870

Art 4 Sec 6: one senator per district.  However, “counties containing not less than the ratio and 3/4ths” are entitled two senators, “and to one additional senator for each number of inhabitants equal to the ratio contained by such counties in excess of twice the number of said ratio”

Art 4 Sec 7:  The state population as determined by the federal census shall be divided by 153, and this number shall set the ratio of representation in the house of representatives.  Each district has one representative when its population is 3/5ths of the ratio. Every county or district with a population more than the ratio and 3/5ths have two representatives plus an additional representative for each additional number equal to the ratio.  Counties having over two hundred thousand inhabitants may be divided into district each entitled to between 3 and 5 representatives. After 1880, the population will be re-divided by the number 159 and will be the new ratio for representation.  Thereafter, 6 additional representatives shall be added fir every additional five hundred thousand increase in the population every ten years.  They will be apportioned in the same way as before.

Art 4 Sec 8: When a county or district has a fraction of population of what entitles one representative as set forth in sec 7,  “amounting to one-fifth of the ratio, it shall be entitled to one additional representative in the fifth term of each decennial period; when such fraction is two-fifths of the ratio, it shall be entitled to an additional representative in the fourth and fifth terms of said period; when the fraction is three fifths of the ratio, it shall be entitled to an additional representative in the first, second and third terms, respectively; when a fraction is four-fifths of the ratio, it shall be entitled to an additional representative in the first, second, third and fourth terms, respectively.”

However “by adoption of Minority Representation, sec 7 and 8, above set forth, cease to be a part of the constitution… The following section relating to minority representation is substituted for said sections.”  The house shall consist of three times the number of members in the senate. Representatives are elected in senatorial districts every two years.  Qualified voters can cast as many votes for one candidate as there are representatives to be elected or distribute them among the candidates.  The candidates with the highest number of votes are elected.  

Rules for Initiative and Referendum

No rules established

Direct Primaries and Registration

No rules established

Rules for electing U.S. Senators

No rules established

Indiana (1816, 1851)

Amending the constitution

1816

Art 8 Sec 1:  Every twelve years at the time of a general election in which a governor is elected, there will be on the ballot a proposition to hold a constitutional convention.  If the majority of electors agree, it is the job of the general assembly to set the date, time and number of delegates to the convention.  The convention will have the power to amend the constitution for any purpose except to allow slavery.  

1851

No procedure specified.

Election Date

1816

Art 3 Sec 3, elections for representatives annually on the first Monday in August

Art 3 Sec 5, Senators every three years on the first Monday in August

Art 4 Sec 2, gubernatorial elections on the first Monday in August

Art 12, Sec 8, the president of the convention that drafted this constitution shall issue writs of elections directed at sheriffs, making them hold elections for governor, lt. governor, member of the general assembly, and for US Congress on the first Monday in August 

1851

Art 2 Sec 14, All general elections to be held on the second Tuesday in October

Amendment 14 (1881) All general elections to be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Term Limits and Length

1816

Art 3 Sec 3, representatives have one year terms

Art 3 Sec 5, Senators have three year terms

Art 4 Sec 3, governors have three year terms

1851

Art 4 Sec 3, senators have terms of 4 years, and representatives have terms of 1 year

Art 5 Sec 1, governor has 4 year term, and no more than 4 years in a period of 8 years

District characteristics

1816

Art 3 Sec 6, Districts to be established by law according to the number of white male inhabitants above 21

1851

Art 4 Sec 6, districts composing of more than one county shall be composed of contiguous counties and no county shall be divided between two districts for senatorial apportionment

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

No constitutional rules established about reapportionment or redistricting until 1984

Rules for referendum and initiative

None

Direct Primaries Registration

None

Rules for electing U.S. Senators

None

Iowa

1846 Constitution

Ballot Form

Art 2, Section 6
All elections to be by ballot.

Election Dates

Art 3.02, Sec 3 & 5
Elections for state House and State Senate to be held first Monday in August

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 4, Sec 2.
Four year term.

State Senators:

Art 3.02, Sec 5
Four year term

Art 3.02, Sec 5
½ chosen every two years.

State Representatives:

Art 3.02, Sec 3
Two year term

Sessions

Art 3.02, Sec 1
Biannual.




Districts/ Apportionment

Art 3.02, Sec 31
Apportionment procedure is a bit vague here.  It is to be done by the legislature and appears to be mandated every eight years.

Art 3.02, Sec 32
No county can be divided in creating districts.  When a district is composed of two counties, they may not be separated entirely by two counties.

Initiative and Referendum

No provisions.

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators--NA
Iowa

1857 Constitution

Ballot Form

Art 2, Section 6
All elections to be by ballot.

Election Dates

Art 3.2, Sec 3
Elections for state House to be held on 2nd Tuesday of Oct, except in Pres. election year, when they are held on the 2nd Tuesday of Nov.  

Art 3.02, Sec 5 Senators elected at same time. 
Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 4, Sec 2.

Two year term.

State Senators:

Art 3.02, Sec 5
Four year term

Art 3.02, Sec 6
½ chosen every two years.

State Representatives:

Art 3.2, Sec 3
Two year term.

Sessions

Art 3.02, Sec 1
Biannual.




Districts/ Apportionment

Art 3.02, Sec 33
Legislature to commission a census in 1859, 1863, 1867,1869,1875 and every 10 years after.

Art 3.02, Sec 33, Amend 19 (1936)
Repeals above provision.

Art 3.02, Sec 34
Legislature to apportion after each census based on the number of white inhabitants.

Art 3.02, Sec 34, Amend 3 (1868) Amends above section to be based on total inhabitants.

Art 3.02, Sec 34, Amend 3 (1868)  No county will be entitled to more than 1 senator.

Art 3.02, Sec 35
No state representative district shall contain more than 4 organized counties.  Each district is entitled to at least one Representative.

Each district that has one half of the ratio approved by the legislature will be entitled to one rep.

Any county having 1 ½ the ratio fixed by law will be entitled to two representatives.

Art 3.02, Sec 35, Amend 13 (1904)
Allocation of representatives shall be done by dividing the population of the state by the number of districts.  Each county is entitled to at least 1 rep.  Each county having a having a ratio of  more than 3/5 is entitled to an additional rep (as long as they are among the nine counties having the largest population.

Art 3.02, Sec 36 
At each session, the General Assembly is to fix the ratio of representation (discussed above), as well as forming into districts those counties not entitled to one representative.

Art 3.02, Sec 36, Amend 14 (1904)
“Ratio” to be set after adoption of amendment and then after each census.

Art 3.02, Sec 37
When a Congressional, Senatorial or Representative district is composed of two or more counties, it cannot be separated by any county belonging to another district.  No county shall be divided in creating a Congressional, Senatorial or Representative district.

Initiative and Referendum

No provisions.

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions

Rules for Senators

No provisions.

Kansas (1859)

Amending the Constitution

Art 14 Sec 1,  Amendments can originate in either house of the legislature.  If two thirds vote for an amendment, the amendment will be put on the ballot during the next election for representatives.  If a majority of the electors approve, the amendment will pass.  No more than three amendments per election is allowed.  

Election Dates

Art 4 Sec 2, General election on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Term Limits and Length

Art 1 Sec 1, governors and lieutenant governors have two year terms starting on the first Monday in January.

Art 2 Sec 2, representatives have one year terms, senators have two year terms

Art 2 Sec 29 amended in 1875, representatives have two year terms, senators have 4 year terms.

District Characteristics

Art 10 Sec 3, until the next reapportionment, districts and apportionment by county are listed here 

Rules for Reapportionment and Redistricting

Art 10 Sec 1, In the future apportionment of the State, each organized county shall have at least one Representative; and each county shall be divided into as many district as it has Representatives.

Rules for referendum and initiative

Art 4, Sec 4, Amendment 26 (ratified 1914), rules for recall.   10% of qualified electorate must sign a petition to recall any state officer. 

Direct Primaries

No provision

Election of U.S. Senators

No provision

Kentucky (1799, 1850, 1891)

Amending the Constitution

1799

Art 9, Sec 1, a majority of the general assembly can put the question of a convention on the ballot.  If a majority of eligible voters agree, a similar question will be put on the ballot the following year.  If a majority votes for a convention in that election, it will convene.  If a majority of voters do not want a convention in either election, then the convention will not convene. 

1850

Art 12 Sec 1, same as 1799

1891

Art 9012 Sec 256, either house of the general assembly can propose amendments to the constitution.  If three-fifths of both houses approve, then the proposals will be placed on the ballot during the next election of representatives.  If a majority of eligible voters approve, then the proposals will become a part of the constitution.  No more than two proposed amendments can appear on the ballot and no proposal can be proposed again until after five years.  

Election Date

1799

Art 2 Sec 3, representatives elected on the first Monday in August

Art 2 Sec 14 and 16, senators elected by eligible voters at the same time as representatives

Art 3 Sec 3, governor elected at the same time as representatives by eligible voters

1850

Art 2 Sec 3, representatives elected on the first Monday in August

Art 2 Sec 15 and 17, senators elected by eligible voters at the same time as representatives

Art 3 Sec 2, governor elected by the people at the same time as representatives 

1891

Art 9005 Sec 30, general election for representatives and senators is in August no specific date for a gubernatorial election established.

Term Limits and Length

1799

Art 2 Sec 2, representatives have 1 year terms

Art 2 Sec 9, senators have 4 year terms 

Art 3 Sec 3, governors have 4 year terms 

1850

Art 2 Sec 2, representatives have 2 year terms

Art 2 Sec 10, senators have 4 year terms

Art3 Sec 2, governor has 4 year term

1891

Art 9005 Sec 30, representatives have 2 year terms and senators have 4 year terms

Art 9004 Sec 70, governors have one 4 year term, Sec 71, excludes reelection

District Characteristics

1799

Art 2 Sec 6, each county is entitled to a proportional number of representatives as determined by census.

Art 2 Sec 12, senatorial districts composed of counties to be established and altered by law

1850

Art 2 Sec 6, state divided into 10 representative districts.

Art 2 Sec 14, the state will be divided into 38 senatorial districts.  Counties can be divided so that towns or cities can have their own senators.  Districts containing more than one county must have contiguous territory.

1891

Art 9005 Sec 33, state will be divided into 38 senatorial and 100 representative districts.  Districts are contiguous and no county can be divided unless the county is made of more than one district.  Districts will be made to have nearly the same population.

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

1799

Art 2 Sec 6, representatives will be reapportioned after state census.  New counties can be added to existing ones for the purposes of representation.   

1850

Art 2 Sec 6, The number of representatives will be apportioned based on a ratio after every census.  Any area with a population equal to the ratio will receive one representative, twice the ratio, two representatives and so on.

Art 2 Sec 14, senatorial districts shall be set at 38 and redrawn after every census such that each district contains nearly the same number of qualified electors 

1891

Art 9005 Sec 33, senatorial and representative districts will remain for 10 years until the next census.  Then the general assembly will redistrict the state using the same number of districts such that each district contains nearly the same population.  If it cannot be that districts will have nearly the same population, any advantage will go to the district with the largest territory.  

Rules for initiative or referendum

1891

Art 9018 Sec 171 Amendment 3 (ratified in 1915) establishes the referendum in matters of taxation and classification of property.  A referendum can be used against any part of an act of the general assembly in these matters and the governor’s veto power does not extend to the referendum.  Referred items will be placed on the general election ballot or through a special election and will be enacted upon a majority vote.  

Direct Primaries and registration

Art 9015 Sec147, the legislature decides the mode of registering people to vote.

Rules for electing U.S. Senators

No provision 

Maine

1819 Constitution
Ballot Form

No specifics in Constitution

Election Dates

Art 2, Sec 4
Elections for Governor, senators and representatives to be held on 2nd Monday of September annually.

Art 2, Sec 4, Amend 59 (1879) Changes elections to 2nd Monday of Sept. BI-ANNUALLY.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 2, Sec 4; Art 5, Sec 2.01  
One year term.  

Art 5, Sec 2.01, Amend 72(1880) Two year term



State Senators:

Art 2, Sec 4.  
One year term.     

Art 2, Sec 4, Amend 59 (1979) Changed to two year term.  


State Representatives:

Art 2, Sec 4.  
One year term.     

Art 2, Sec 4, Amend 59 (1979) Changed to two year term.

Sessions

Art 4, Sec 1.03


annually

Art 4, Sec 1.03, Amend 63 (1880)
changed to bi-annually.

Districts/ Apportionment

Senate districts:

Art 4, Sec 2.02 Beginning in 1821, senate districts to be apportioned by the legislature according to the number of inhabitants and “conform, as near as may be, to county lines.”  The number of senators shall not exceed 20 at the first apportionment, but may increase until they reach 31. 

Art 4, Sec 1.02, Amend 130 (1931).  Senators apportioned by the following terms:

Less than 30,000 inhabitants: 1 senator.

30,000-60,000: 2 senators

60,000-120,000: 3 senators

120,000-240,000: 4 senators

over 240,000: 5 senators

State House of Rep districts:

Art 4, Sec 2 
Sets number of representatives based on census and provides an upper limit of 200.  Provides that every 5-10 years (as decided by the legislature), reapportionment will occur based on a census.  When the number of representatives reaches over 200, the state can vote to decide whether to increase the number of representatives.

Art 4, Sec 2, Amend 4
(1841)  Removes the voting provision in the above section. 

Art 4, Sec 3.01  

House of Rep’s Initial Apportionment (by township):

1,500 people = 1 rep

3,750 people = 2 rep

6,750 people = 3 rep

10,500 people = 4 rep

15,000 people = 5 rep

20,250 people = 6 rep

26,250 people =7 rep

Initiative and Referendum

Art 4, Sec 1, Amend 94 (1909) Referendum.  If 10,000 electors petition for a referendum on a law passed by a legislature, it will be put to a vote within 6 months.

Art 4, Sec 1, Amend 95 (1909) Initiative.  If 12,000 electors petition for the passage of the law, it will be submitted to the legislature.  If it is not enacted by the legislature, it will be voted on by the voters.

Art 4, Sec 1, Amend 95 (1909) If a majority approves the legislation, it will be enacted within 30 days.

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

Michigan (1835, 1850, 1909)
Amending the Constitution

1835

Art 13 Sec 1, either the House or Senate can propose amendments.  If a majority of both houses approve the amendment, it will be referred to the next legislature.  If both houses in the next legislature approve the amendment by a two-thirds vote, then the amendment will be referred to the people during the next general election. If a majority of eligible voters approve the amendment, it becomes a part of the constitution.

Art 13 Sec 2, if two thirds of both houses wish to change the entire constitution, they can put the question of a convention on the next general election ballot.  If a majority of electors vote in favor of a convention, the legislature will convene a convention during the next session. 

1850

Art 20 Sec 1, both houses must approve proposals by two-thirds vote.  Any proposals that pass will be put on the ballot during the next general election.  If a majority of eligible voters approve, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution. Amendment 13 (1862), the legislature will from 1866 and every 16 years thereafter propose a constitutional convention.  If a majority of electors at the next election agree, a convention will convene.

1909

Art 17 Sec 1, same as 1850 Art 20 Sec 1

Art 17 Sec 2, amendments can also be proposed by a petition of qualified electors.  Once the secretary of state has certified the petition, it can be placed on the general election ballot unless a majority of the legislature disapproves of the amendment.  If the amendment is placed on the ballot and a majority of qualified electors approves it, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution.  


Amendment 4 (passed in 1913), initiative petitions will become part of the constitution by a majority vote in the next election.  A majority of the legislature cannot block an initiative petition.  The number of votes for governor in the last election is the basis for the required number of signatures on a petition.

Election Dates

1835

Art 4 Sec 4, representatives elected on the first Monday of November and the following day.  Amendment 3 (1844), elections on the first Tuesday in November

Art 4 Sec 5, senators elected at the same time as representatives

Art 5 Sec 3, gubernatorial election at same time as legislature.

1850

Art 4 Sec 34, representative and senatorial elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 5 Sec 3, gubernatorial election at same time as legislature.

1909

Art 5 Sec 12, elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November every 2 years

Art 6 Sec 1, election date at the same time as for the legislature

Term Limits and Lengths

1835

Art 4 Sec 4, representatives have 1 year terms.

Art 4 Sec 5, senators have 2 years

Art 5 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term

1850

Art 4 Sec 3, representatives have 2 year terms

Art 4 Sec 2, senators have 2 year terms

Art 5 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term

1909

Art 5 Sec 3, representatives have 2 year terms

Art 5 Sec 2, senators have 2 year terms

Art 6 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term

District Characteristics
1835

Art 4 Sec 4, each county has one representative

Art 4 Sec 6, senatorial districts made of counties and contiguous territory, no county can be divided

1850

Art 4 Sec 2, the senate has 32 members and will be elected from single districts.  No county can be divided unless the county is entitled to more than one senator.

Art 4 Sec 3, the House of Representatives will consist of between 64 and 100 members elected from single member districts.  Each district will contain nearly the same number of white inhabitants or civilized Indians.  No city or township can be divided but if its population warrants more representation, it will elect the number of representatives that it is entitled to.

1909

Art 5 Sec 2, senatorial district rules same as 1850

Art 5 Sec 3, representative district rules same as 1850

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

1835

Art 4 Sec 3, the state will reapportion senators and representatives after each census

Art 4 Sec 4, new counties will not get a representative until its population is over a certain ratio

Art 4 Sec 6, at each apportionment, the state will be divided between 4 and 8 senatorial districts such that each district contain an equal number of senators

1850

Art 4 Sec 4, the legislature will rearrange house and senate districts after each census, according to the number of white inhabitants and civilized Indians

1909

Art 5 Sec 4, the legislature will rearrange house and senate districts following the U.S. census according to the number of inhabitants in the district

Rules for initiative and referendum

1909

Art 1 Sec 5, Amendment 5 (ratified in 1913) people have the power of initiative in all cases except for appropriations to state institutions.  Eight percent of legal voters must sign a petition for the petition to be a legal proposal.  No law can be enacted through initiative that cannot be enacted by the legislature.  Once a petition reaches the legislature, the legislature has 40 days to enact or reject the petition.  If they enact the legislation it will be subject to a referendum.  If the legislature rejects the petition, the petition will be decided by the people during the next general election.  The people also have the power of referendum.  Most laws passed by the legislature will not take effect until 90 days after the final adjournment of the legislature.  During that time, the people may petition to alter any law or section of law by putting it on the ballot during the next general election.  The number of signatures required is equal to 5% of the total votes cast for governor in the previous election.  No law passed by initiative or referendum can be vetoed by the governor.  

Art 17 Sec 2, people can propose constitutional amendments through initiative, see “amending the constitution” above

Direct Primaries and registration

No provisions

Rules for electing U.S. Senators

No provisions 

Maryland

1776 Constitution 

Notes: According to the website: “Care needs to be taken with this constitution. The original constitution was very general, and the legislature continually tinkered with it. On several occasions, notably in1837, the legislature made wholesale changes to the constitution. We have not yet traced through all of the amendments made in 1837 to the individual articles they amend.”
Mode of Amending the Constitution

No provision within constitution.  

Ballot Form

No specifics in Constitution

Election Dates

Amend 68 Sec 3 (1837).  First Wednesday in October.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Amend 68 Sec 20 (1837).  Three year term, beginning in 1938.  

State divided into three gubernatorial districts.  Governor needs to be chosen from a different district in each election.

State Senators

Amend 68 Sec 3 (1837). Six year terms with elections for 1/3 every two years. 

House of Delegates

Not indicated?

Districts

Amend 68 Sec 3 (1837)

Districts composed of individual counties and the city of Baltimore. 

Apportionment

Amend 68 (1837).
 Apportionment to be based on 1840 census and every SECOND census following, on the basis of the following formula:

Counties of population < 15,000  will elect 3 delegates to the House of Delegates

Counties of population 15,000 to 25,000 will elect 4 delegates to the House of Delegates

Counties of population 25,000 to 35,000 will elect 5 delegates to the House of Delegates

Counties of population > 35,000 will elect 6 delegates to the House of Delegates

Initiative and Referendum

None

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

1851 Constitution
Mode of Amending the Constitution

Art 11, Sec 1.  A constitutional convention can be initiated by the legislature and delagates must then be chosen in cities and counties.  Implies, but does not specify if decision of convention is binding. 

Ballot Form

No specifics in Constitution

Election Dates

Art 2, Sec 2. 
First Wednesday of November.

Art 3, Sec 5
Elections begin in 1851.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 2, Sec 2.  
Four year term.  

Art 2, Sec 5.  
State divided into three gubernatorial districts.  Governor needs to be chosen from a different district in each election.

State Senators:

Art 3, Sec 2 
Four year terms.   One senator per county and one for the city of Baltmore.

Art 3, Sec 6
½ senators elected every two years



Assembly:

Art 3, Sec 4 
Two year terms.  

Sessions

Art 3, Sec 7 
Bi-annually.

Districts

Art 3, Sec 2
One senator per county and one for the city of Baltmore.
Apportionment

Art 3, Sec 3
Apportionment to begin after 1860 census and be reapportioned after every subsequent census.  Each county entitled to at least two delegates to the House.  Baltimore is entitled to 4 more than the most populous county.

Initiative and Referendum

None

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

1864 Constitution
Mode of Amending the Constitution

Art 11, Sec 1.
If 3/5 of legislature vote for amendments, they will be submitted to the voters in the next election.  If approved by a majority, they will become a part of the Constitution.   

Art 11, Sec 2.  If 2/3 of Legislature vote for amendment, an election will be called in which voters can vote for or against a convention.  If voters approve a convention, delegates will be chosen in the same manner as members of the legislature.  

Art 11, Sec 3
In 1882, voters will vote on whether or not a constitutional convention will be held.  A similar vote will be held every twenty years. If approved by voters, a convention will be called and delegates will be chosen as specified above.  Amendments will not take effect without a vote of a majority of the people.

Ballot Form

No specifics in Constitution

Election Dates

Art 2, Sec 2. 
First Monday of November.
Elections begin in 1864.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 2, Sec 1.  
Four year term.  

State Senators:

Art 3, Sec 3
Four year terms.   

Art 3, Sec 6
½ senators elected every two years



Assembly:

Art 3, Sec 5 
Two year terms.  

Sessions

Art 3, Sec 13 
Bi-annually.

Districts/ Apportionment

Art 3, Sec 3
Baltimore entitled to 3 senators.  Every other county entitled to 1.

Art 3, Sec 4
The number of delegates for each district is specified in the constitution. Apportionment is to occur as soon as possible after national census and be based on the following formula:

For every 5,000 white persons, 1 delegate chosen until the number reaches 5.

One additional delegate chosen for every 20,000 above that number.

One additional delegate chosen for every 80,000 above that number

Initiative and Referendum

None

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

1867 Constitution
Mode of Amending the Constitution

Art 14, Sec 1
If 3/5 of legislature vote for amendments, they will be submitted to the voters in the next election.  If approved by a majority, they will become a part of the Constitution.   

Art 11, Sec 2  In 1887, voters will vote on whether or not a constitutional convention will be held.  A similar vote will be held every twenty years. If approved by voters, a convention will be called and delegates will be chosen as specified above.  Amendments will not take effect without a vote of a majority of the people.

Ballot Form

No specifics in Constitution

Election Dates
Art 2, Sec 2. 
First Monday of November.
Elections begin in 1864.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 2, Sec 1.  
Four year term.  

State Senators:

Art 3, Sec 2
Four year terms.   

Art 3, Sec 8
½ senators elected every two years



Art 17, Amend 43 (1922) Abolishes provisions that allow for ½ senators to be elected every two years. All Senators to be elected every four years beginning in 1926.  

House of Delegates:

Art 3, Sec 6 
Two year terms.  

Art 17, Amend 43 (1922) All Delegates shall hold office for four years beginning in 1926.

Sessions

Art 3, Sec 14
Bi-annually.

Districts/ Apportionment

Art 3, Sec 2
Baltimore entitled to 3 districts , each with 1 senator.  Every other county entitled to 1.

Art 3, Amend 12 (1901)
Baltimore entitled to 4 districts, each with one senator. 

Art 3, Amend 40 (1922) 
Baltimore entitled to 6 districts, each with one senator.

Art 3, Sec 3  
Specifies the number of delegates to the House for each district. 

Art 3, Sec 4
Apportionment is to occur as soon as possible after national census in 1870, and be based on the following formula:

Every county with less than 18,000 people will have 2 delegates.

Counties with 18,000 to 28,000 will have 3 delegates.

Counties with 28,000 to 40,000 will have 4 delegates.

Counties with 40,000 to 55,000 will have 5 delegates.

Counties with over 55,000 will have 6 delegates.

No provision for additional apportionment.

Art. Sec 5
It is the duty of the governor to oversee the apportionment process.

Art 3, Sec 4, Amend. 11 (1901)

Mandates a new apportionment to occur after the publishing of the 1900 census based on the same criteria in the above section. 

Referendum/ Initiative

Amend 29-35 (1915)
Creates Article 16 of Constitution and provides a procedure for referendum.  

Art 16, Sec 2
No law passed can take effect until June of that legislative year unless it is declared an emergency and passed by 3/5 of the legislature.

Sec 3
A petition to strike down a law will force an election if it is signed by 10,000 qualified voters, of whom not more than half can be from Baltimore.

Sec 4

If a majority votes to oppose a law, it will not take effect
No initiative procedure provided for.

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions for primaries.

Art 1, Section 5 Mandates the legislature to enact a law that creates uniform registration procedures.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

Nevada (1864)

Amending the Constitution

Art 16 Sec 1, amendments can originate in either house.  An amendment, once approved by a majority of both houses, will be referred to the next legislature.  If a majority in both houses in the next legislature approves the amendment, it will be referred to the people at a time prescribed by the legislature.  If a majority of the people approve, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution.  

Election Dates

Art 4 Sec 3, elections for the assembly (house) on the fist Tuesday after the fist Monday in November

Art 4 Sec 4, senators will be elected at the same time as the assembly

Art 5 Sec 2, governor will be elected at the same time as the legislature

Term limits and lengths

Art 4 Sec 3, members of the assembly have 2 year terms

Art 4 Sec 4, senators have 4 year terms

Art 5 Sec 2, governors have 4 year terms 

District Characteristics

Many references to representatives and senators representing districts or counties but no formal characteristics included

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

No provisions until after 1940

Rules for initiative or referendum

Referendum enacted in 1962, initiative enacted in 1972

Direct Primaries and registration 
Art 2 Sec 6, registration required as proof of residency in a district

Rules for the election of U.S. Senators

New Jersey (1844) (1776 not considered)

Amending the Constitution

1844

Art 9 Sec 1, amendments can originate in either house of the legislature.  If a majority approves the amendment, the amendment will be referred to the next legislature.  If a majority in the next legislature approves, then the amendment will be placed on a ballot during a special election.  If a majority of electors vote in favor of the amendment, the amendment will become a part of the constitution.  No particular amendment can be offered to the people more frequently than once every five years.

Election Date

Art 4 Sec 1, senators and representatives will be elected every year on the second Tuesday in October.  Amendment 6 (1875) elections will be on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

No established date for gubernatorial election

Term Limits and Length

Art 4 Sec 2, senators have 3 year terms

Art 4 Sec 3, assemblymen have 1 year terms

Art 5 Sec 3, governor has 3 year term, may not hold office for term immediately after

District Characteristics

Art 4 Sec 2, each county has one senator

Art 4 Sec 3, representatives will be apportioned to the counties as equally as can be according to the number of inhabitants

Rules for Reapportionment and redistricting

Art 4 Sec 3, reapportionment of representatives to the counties will occur after every census as equally as can be according to the number of inhabitants.  Each county is entitled to at least one member and the total number of reps cannot exceed 60.

Rules establishing initiative and referendum

No provision

Direct Primary and Registration

No provision

Electing U.S. Senators

No provision

New Mexico (1911)

Amending the Constitution

Art 19 Sec 1, an amendment can be proposed by either house of the legislature.  If two thirds votes in favor of amendment, it must be approved by the voters.  Also, the legislative session two years after the constitution went into effect and every eighth session thereafter can approve amendments with a majority vote.  Any proposal approved by the legislature must be approved by the majority of voters at the next election such that the actual number of affirmative votes exceeds 40% of all the votes cast in that election in at least half of all counties.

Art 19 Sec 2, for the first 25 years of the constitution, three fourths of the legislature can vote to convene a constitutional convention.  After the 25 years, two thirds is necessary.  A majority of voters must approve any proposal to convene a constitutional convention.  

Election dates

Art 4 Sec 4, legislators will be elected on the same day as elections for U.S. Congress

No election date for governor established.

Term limits and lengths

Art 4 Sec 4, senators have 4 year terms and representatives have 2 year terms

Art 5 Sec 1, governors have 4 year terms, cannot run for a consecutive term

District Characteristics

Art 4 Sec 42, list of representative and senatorial districts, made of contiguous counties, until changed by law. 

Rules for reapportionment

Art 4 Sec 42, new counties will be annexed into an adjoining district.  Upon a U.S. census, representatives will be reapportioned based on population. There are 49 representatives and 24 senators.

Rules for referendum and initiative

Art 4 Sec 1, the people reserve the right to disapprove, suspend or annul any law enacted by the legislature except certain appropriation laws.  Petitions of this kind require the signatures of 10% of the electorate in at least three fourths of the counties and must aggregate up to at least 10% of the state electorate.  Petitions then are put on the ballot during the next general election where a majority must approve the petition to annul a law.  The total number of approving votes must equal at least 40% of the total votes cast in that election.  

Direct primaries, registration

Art 7, Sec 1 The legislature shall have the power to require the registration of the qualified electors as a requisite for voting, and shall regulate the manner, time, and places of voting.

Elections of U.S. Senators

No provision

New York (1821, 1846, 1894, 1938)

Amending the Constitution

1821

Art 8 Sec 1, the senate or assembly can propose amendments. If an amendment is approved by a majority of both houses, it will be referred to the next legislative session.  If both houses of the next legislature approve the amendment by two thirds vote, the legislature will subject the amendment to a popular election at a time of the legislature’s choosing.  If a majority of voters approve, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution.

1846

Art 13 Sec 1, same as 1821 except that the amendment must pass a majority vote and not a two thirds vote in the second legislative session.  

Art 13 Sec 2, starting in 1866 and twenty years thereafter, the legislature will ask voters during the general election if a constitutional convention is necessary.  If a majority says yes, a convention will convene. Parameters of the convention are vague.

1894

Art 14 Sec 1, mode for changing the same as 1846

Art 14 Sec 2, starting in 1916 and every 20 years thereafter, a similar question over a constitutional convention will be posed to the voters. Parameters of the convention are more concrete, including the number of delegates at the convention.

1938

Art 19 Sec 1, mode for changing same as 1846 except amendments must be reviewed by the attorney general, who must render an opinion of its affects on the existing constitution. 

Art 19 Sec 2, starting in 1957, every twenty years a question of a convention will be posed.  Parameters for convention much more detailed than before.  

Election Date

1821

Art 1 Sec 15, elections for governor, senator and representative will be in October or November as the law provides.

1846

Art 3 Sec 9, representative and senatorial elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

Art 4 Sec 3, gubernatorial election date determined by legislature

1894

Art 3 Sec 9, representative and senatorial elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 4 Sec 1, election of governor at the same time as general election. Amendment 37 (1937) elections at the same time as general election and every 4 years thereafter. 

1938

Art 3 Sec 8, representative and senatorial elections on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November 

Art 4 Sec 1, election for governor at the same time as general election

Term Limits and lengths

1821

Art 1 Sec 2, senators have 4 year terms, representatives have 1 year terms

Art 3 Sec 1, governors have 2 year terms 

1846

Art 3 Sec 2, senators have 2 year terms, representatives have 1 year terms

Art 4 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term.  Amendment 17 (1874) governor has 3 year term.

1894

Art 3 Sec 2, senators have 2 year terms, representatives have 1 year terms

Art 4 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term. Amendment 37 (1937) governor has 4 year term.  Unknown if there is a term limit, the language reads “there successors shall be chosen” in the next general election.

1938

Art 3 Sec 2, senators have 2 year terms, representatives have 2 year terms 

Art 4 Sec 1, governor has 4 year term

District Characteristics

1821

Art 1 Sec 5, there are 8 senatorial districts with 4 senators per district. Contiguous counties make up these districts.

Art 1 Sec 7, the 128 members of the assembly are elected by counties.  Representatives are equally apportioned by the counties based on the number of inhabitants.  Each county is entitled to at least one representative.  

1846

Art 3 Sec 3, there are 32 senatorial districts comprised of contiguous counties, one senator per district.  

Art 3 Sec 5, the 128 representatives are elected by counties and apportioned equally by population.  Supervisor Boards within the county can further divide the county into assembly districts.  Each assembly district should contain a nearly equal population.

1894

Art 3 Sec 3, there are 50 senatorial districts comprised of contiguous counties, one senator per district

Art 3 Sec 5, 150 representatives are apportioned among the counties.  The legislature can further divide a county into separate assembly districts.  

1938

Art 3 Sec 3, there are 50 senatorial districts comprised of contiguous counties, one senator per district, actual lines may have changed since 1894

Art 3 Sec 5, 150 representatives are apportioned among the counties.  Each county is entitled to at least 1 representative.  A board of supervisors in every county with more than one representative can divide the county into assembly districts so that the population in each district is nearly equal, excluding aliens.  

Rules for reapportionment

1821

Art 1 Sec 6, the legislature will redistrict the senatorial districts after every census so that each district contains as equal as can be an equal number of inhabitants, including the poor, aliens, and blacks.  

Art 1 Sec 7, representatives are reapportioned by the legislature among the counties after every census so that every district contains as equal as can be an equal number of inhabitants.  

1846

Art 3 Sec 4, the legislature will redraw senatorial districts the same way as in 1821.  No county can be divided unless the county is equitably entitled to two senators.  

Art 3 Sec 5, the legislature will reapportion representatives after every census.  County supervisor boards will redraw assembly districts within their respective county at the same time.  

1894

Art 3 Sec 4, the legislature will redraw senatorial lines after every census such that each district contain as equal as can be a proportional number of inhabitants excluding aliens. Districts should be contiguous and compact.  No county can have more than 4 senators unless it has a full ratio (50/population excluding aliens).  No county can have more than on third of all senators.  There will always be 50 senators unless a county has three or more at the time of apportionment and is entitled to another senator.  The size of the senate will increase to that extent.  

Art 3 Sec 5, the legislature will apportion the 150 representatives among the counties based on the population excluding aliens after every census.  The legislature can further divide counties into assembly districts such that every district have similar number of inhabitants.  

1938

Art 3 Sec 4, reapportionment of senatorial districts the same as 1894 except the legislature can use its own census if the federal census undercounts parts of the population.  Also, no two adjoining counties can have half of all senators.  

Art 3 Sec 5, the legislature reapportion representatives among the counties after every census, so that each representative represents a nearly equal population excluding aliens.  County supervisory boards can further divide the county into assembly districts. Any apportionment by the legislature or board is subject to review by the state Supreme Court.  

Rules for initiative and referendum

No rules for state-wide initiative or referendum.  There are references to local referenda in the 1938 constitution.

Direct Primary, registration

1938

Art 2 Sec 5, residents of cities of more than 5000 people must apply for registration

Election of U.S. Senators

No provisions

Ohio (1802)

Amending the constitution

Art 7 Sec 5, after 1806 if two thirds of the general assembly vote in favor of a convention, the question of a convention will be posed to the electors during the next general election.  If a majority of electors vote in favor of a convention, a convention will convene with as many members as there are in the general assembly. Convention delegates are also chosen by the electors. 

Election Date

Art 1 Sec 3, representative elections on the second Tuesday of October

Senatorial on the second Tuesday in October, inferred from Art 1 Sec 1 and Art 2 Sec 2

Art 2 Sec 2, governor elected on the second Tuesday in October

Term Limits and length

Art 1 Sec 3, representatives have 1 year terms

Art 1 Sec 5, senators have 2 year terms

Art 2 Sec 3, governor has 2 year term.  May not hold office for more than six years in any term of eight years

District Characteristics

Art 1 Sec 2, representatives are elected from individual counties

Art 1 Sec 6, senators represent counties or districts established by law

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting 

Art 1 Sec 2, the state conducts a census every four years.  The legislature fixes the number of representatives and apportions them among the counties based on the number of white male inhabitants.  

Art 1 Sec 6, the legislature will fix the number of senators such that their numbers are not no more than one half or less than one third of the legislature and apportion them among the districts after each census.

Note: Sam, you told me that the Ohio governor reapportions legislative districts, but I could not find it in the 1802 constitution.  I do find it odd, however, that there are no amendments for this constitution included in the data base.   

Rules for referendum and initiative

No provisions

Direct Primary, Registration

No provisions

Election of U.S. Senators

No provisions

Oregon

1857 Constitution

Notes: We are missing all amendments for the Oregon Constitution.  The information below includes only the information included in the original constitution.

Ballot Form

Art 2, Sec 14  Elections for legislature viva voce (by voice vote).

Election Dates

Art 2, Sec 14  First Monday of June, biennially.

An amendment to this article seems to have been passed in 1907 changing the general election date the first Tuesday in Nov., biennially. 

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 5, Sec 1.
Four year term.



Term limit of  no more than 8 years in every 12.

State Senators:

Art 4, Sec 4.  Four year term. ½ of senators to be elected every year.    

State Representatives:

Art 4, Sec 4.  Two year term.     

Sessions

Art 4, Sec 10
Biennially.




Districts/ Apportionment

Art 4, Sec 2
Allows the legislature to increase the number of representatives after 1860.

Art 4, Sec 5 
Provides for a census in 1865 and every ten years after.

Art 4, Sec 6
In next session after a census, reapportionment occurs.  The formula is based on a division of the white population by the number of senators and representatives, respectively.  This determines the number of reps/ senators for each district or county.  Remaining fractions entitle a district to another member.

If counties are not large enough to have one rep, they will be attached to an adjoining county.

Art 4, Sec 6  No county can be divided in creating senatorial districts.

Initiative and Referendum

No provisions.

Direct Primaries/ Registration

No provisions.

Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

Rhode Island (1843)

Amending the Constitution

Art 13 Sec 1, either house of the general assembly can propose amendments.  If a majority of both houses passes an amendment, the amendment is subject to approval by electors at the annual town or ward meetings in April.  If three fifths of electors present at the town meetings approve the amendment, it becomes a part of the constitution.  

Election Date

Art 8 Sec 1, governor, senators, and representatives elected at annual town and ward meetings on the first Wednesday in April


Amendment 14 (1900), annual ward and town meetings and elections are on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November.

Term Limits and Length

Art 7 Sec 1, governor has 1 year term

Art 8 Sec 1, senators and representatives have 1 year terms

District Characteristics

Art 5 Sec 1, each town or city is entitled to at least one representative. It can have more if its population exceeds half the ratio, which is one representative for every 1530 people.  

Amendment 27 (1909) The general assembly further divides cities and towns into representative districts, each district has nearly equal population and as compact as possible and elects one representative.  

Art 6 Sec 1, each town or city has one senator. 

Amendment 34 (1938) any town with 2500 electors will have another senator and one other for every 2500 electors thereafter.  No city can have more than 6 senators.  Any town or city entitled to more than one senator shall be divided into senatorial districts.  Districts are nearly equal in population, as compact as possible and elect one senator.  

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

Art 5 Sec 1, the legislature reapportions representatives and alters the ratio after each federal census.  The number of representatives is capped at 72 members and no city can have more than a sixth of all members.  Amendment 27 (1909) The number of representatives is capped at 100 members.  The legislature divides cities into legislative districts after each federal census and reapportions representatives so that each district has nearly the same population.  

Art 6 Sec 1 Amendment 27 (1909) the legislature after every presidential election can reapportion the senate, giving a number of senators a city is entitled to but no more than 6, and redraw senatorial districts.  Districts are nearly equal in population, as compact as possible and elect one senator.  

Rules for referendum and initiative

No provisions

Direct Primaries, registration

No provisions

Election of U.S. Senators
Art 4 Sec 18, it shall be the duty of the two houses, upon the request of either, to join in grand committee for the purpose of electing senators in Congress at such times and in such manner as may be prescribed by law for said elections.

Vermont

1793 Constitution

Notes: We are missing all amendments after 1870 for the Vermont Constitution.  

Ballot Form

Amend 5 (1836) Assembly shall regulate the mode of balloting for the senate.  No other mentions of ballot form.

Election Dates

Art 2, Sec 8  First Tuesday of September, annually.

Terms of Office

Governor: 

Art 2, Sec 10.
One year term.

Amend 24, Sec 2 (1870) Changed to two year term.

State Senators:

Establishment of the Senate was provided by amendments passed in 1836.

Amend 5 (1836) One year term.

Amend 24, Sec 4 (1870) Changed to two year term.

State Representatives:

Art 2, Sec 8.  One year term.     

Amend 24, Sec 4 (1870) Changed to two year term.

Sessions

Art 4, Sec 10
Biennially.




Districts/ Apportionment

Art 2, Sec 8
All towns with more than 80 people are entitled to one representative. 

Apportionment procedures for Senate

Amend 4 (1836)  Provides a specific list of the number of senators in each county.

Provides a procedure for future reapportionment.  

Apportionment to occur after next U.S. census and every successive census.  Each county is entitled to one senator.  Additional senators to be allocated based on population.

Initiative and Referendum; Direct Primaries/ Registration; Rules for Electing Senators

No provisions.

Washington (1889)

Amending the Constitution

Art 23 Sec 1, amendments proposed in either house of the legislature must be passed by a two thirds vote in both houses.  The proposed amendment is put on the ballot during the next general election.  If a majority of electors approves the amendment, it becomes a part of the constitution.

Art 23 Sec 2, two thirds of both houses of the legislature can vote to call a constitutional convention.  The legislature recommends a convention to the electors during the next general election.  If a majority of electors agrees, then a convention is convened.  

Election Dates

Art 2 Sec 5, elections for representatives on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 2 Sec 6, senatorial elections the same as representative elections

Art 3 Sec 1, governor elected at the same time as legislature 

Art 27 Sec 13, the first Congressional election will be at the same time as the state legislature.  Subsequent congressional elections will be set by law.

Term Limits and Lengths

Art 2 Sec 5, representatives have 2 year terms

Art 2 Sec 6, senators have 4 year terms

Art 3 Sec 2, governor has 4 year term

District Characteristics

Art 2 Sec 6, senatorial districts are of convenient and contiguous territory.  No representative district can be divided in the formation of senatorial district. 

Art 22 Sec 1, list of initial senatorial districts, comprised of counties

Art 22 Sec 2, list and apportionment of representative districts.  Representatives represent counties. 

Art 27 Sec 13, there is one state wide at large Congressional district until the state is entitled to more than one.

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

Art 2 Sec 3, starting in 1895 and every 10 years thereafter, the legislature will conduct a census.  After every state and federal census, the legislature will reapportion the house and senate based on population.  The house will number between 63 and 99 members and the senate will be between one third and one half of the house.  

Art 27 Sec 13, U.S. Congressional districts will be determined by the legislature.  

Rules for referendum and initiative

Art 2 Sec 1 Amendment 8 (1912) reserves initiative and referendum for the people.  For initiative, 10% of electors but no more than 50000 signatures are required for a petition.  Initiative petitions take precedence over any act of the legislature except for appropriation bills.  If the legislature enacts the petition, it is subject to the referendum.  If the legislature rejects the petition, it will be referred to the people during the next general election.  A referendum on any bill or act (except bills pertaining to government institutions and public safety) can occur by petition or instigated by the legislature.  6% of voters but no more than 30000 signatures are necessary for a referendum petition.  

Direct Primaries, registration

Art 6 Sec 7, the legislature may enact registration laws, but this is not required.  

Election of U.S. Senators

No provision

West Virginia (1863, 1872)

Amending the Constitution

1863

Art 12 Sec 1, constitutional conventions require a majority vote in each branch of the legislature and a majority vote of eligible voters.

Art 12 Sec 2, amendments proposed in either branch of the legislature must be approved by a majority in both houses.  A proposal is then referred to the next legislative session.  If a majority of the next legislature approves the amendment, it is referred to the people in the next general election.  If a majority of voters approve, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution.  

1872

Art 14 Sec1, convention rules similar to1863

Art 14 Sec 2, amendments proposed in either branch of the legislature must pass with a two thirds vote.  It is then referred to the people in the next general election.  If a majority of voters approve, the amendment becomes a part of the constitution.

Election Date 

1863

Art 3 Sec 7, general elections including the legislature is on the fourth Thursday of October

1872

Art 4 Sec 7 general elections including the legislature is on the second Thursday of October

Art 7 Sec 2, gubernatorial elections determined by constitution or by law

Term Limits and Lengths

1863

Art 4 Sec 3, senators have 2 year terms and the members of the House of Delegates have 1 year terms 

Art 5 Sec 1, governor has 2 year term

1872

Art 6 Sec 3, senators have 4 year terms and delegates have 2 year terms

Art 7 Sec 1, governor has 4 year term

District Characteristics

1863

Art 4 Sec 4, senatorial districts are compact, formed of contiguous territory, and bounded by county lines.  They have a nearly equal white population.  Districts elect 2 senators, but they cannot be from the same county.  Until the legislature alters the number, there are 9 senatorial districts. 

Art 4 Sec 11, delegate districts, for the House of Delegates, are comprised of counties.

Art 11 Sec 6, for congressional election, the state will be divided into districts made of contiguous counties and be compact. Each district shall contain nearly an equal number of people.

1872

Art 6 Sec 4-9, senatorial and delegate district characteristics the same as 1863 except there are 12 senatorial districts.  The minimum number of delegates increases from 49 to 65.

Art 1 Sec 4, Congressional district rules the same as 1863

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

1863

Art 4 Sec 4, the legislature will alter senatorial districts after each federal census such that each district has a nearly equal white population.

Art 4 Sec 5, counties can be divided to make senatorial districts so long as each section has a nearly equal white population.  

Art 4 Sec 7, for the election of delegates, every county containing a white population of less than half the ratio of representation for the House of Delegates will be attached to some contiguous county or counties to form a delegate district.

Art 4 Sec 9, after every census, the legislature will affix the number of delegates to the House of Delegates and divide this number and white population.  The legislature will then apportion the appropriate number of delegates to the delegate districts.  

1872

Art 6 Sec 4-9, rules for reapportionment and redistricting the same as in 1863 except ratios determined by whole population determined by the federal census, not just the white population.  Also, for the election of delegates, every county containing a population of less than three fifths the ratio of representation for the House of Delegates will be attached to some contiguous county or counties to form a delegate district.

Rules for referendum and initiative

No provisions

Direct Primaries, registration

1872

Art 4 Sec 12, legislature will enact laws of registration

Art 6 Sec 43, the legislature shall never authorize or establish any board or court of registration of voters

Election of U.S. Senators

No provisions

Wyoming (1889)

Amending the constitution

Art 20 Sec 1, amendments can originate in either house of the legislature.  If two thirds of both houses pass an amendment, the legislature refers it to the people at the next general election.  If a majority of electors approve the amendment, it becomes a part of the constitution.

Art 20 Sec 3, two thirds of both branches of the legislature can recommend to the voters a constitutional convention.  If a majority of voters at the next general election approve, the legislature will convene a convention.  

Election Date

Art 6 Sec 17, legislative elections on the fist Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Art 4 Sec 3, governor elected at the same time as legislature

Art 3 Sec 47, Congressional election on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November

Term limits and length

Art 3 Sec 2, senators have 4 year terms and representatives have 2 year terms.  

Art 4 Sec 1, governor has 4 year term

District Characteristics

Art 3 Sec 3, each county is a representative and senatorial district.  Each county is entitled to at least one of each.  At no time can the number of representatives in general be less than twice and more than three times the number of senators.  Senators and representatives are apportioned according to the number of inhabitants.  

Rules for reapportionment and redistricting

Art 3 Sec 48.  Starting 1895 and ten years thereafter, the legislature will conduct a census.  After every state and federal census, the legislature will reapportion the senate and the house.  

Art 3 Sec 49, if a district is composed by more than one county, then the counties should be contiguous and compact. 

Rules establishing initiative and referendum  

None in this time period

Direct Primary, registration

No provisions

Election of U.S. Senators

No provisions

