Codebook for Reapportionment Events

State

Currently denoted as two-letter abbreviation. 

Year

Four digit year. For STATA coding, drop first digit (e.g. 1909 to 909) to reduce size of file.

Event

This variable describes the type of reapportionment event that occurred in the year and state specified. For legislative reapportionments, it is not always possible to tell whether the event includes two statutes (i.e., upper and lower house plans passed separately in the same year) or one.

01.
Original constitution

02. New constitution

03. Constitutional amendment (i.e., legislative approval plus initiative, unless otherwise specified by the constitution)

04. Initiative (as specified by constitution)

05. Statue (passed by legislature, subject to veto by the governor, unless otherwise prohibited)

06. State court ruling

07. State court plan (i.e., state court replaces plan with its own, or convenes a third party to draw up a plan which it then gives force of law)

08. Federal court ruling

09. Federal court plan

010. Commission plan (excluding committees, ad hoc groups convened to advise the legislature)

011. Local board, council (e.g., county boards assigned task of subdistricting counties, municipalities)

012. Special session of the legislature

013. At-large elections (as specified by the constitution)

Subject

01. Lower house only

02. Upper house only

03. Lower and upper houses explicitly

04. Lower and upper houses by default, implication

05. Refers to general rules, technical processes, etc., not reapportionment explicitly

Responsibility

01. Legislature

02. Legislature plus county board (i.e., reapportionment, redistricting separated)

03. Commission

04. Legislature plus outside agency (i.e. Justice Department)

05. Constitutional process or by formula prescribed in the constitution

06. Other

Reversion

01. Special session of the legislature (excludes cases where special session not prescribed by the constitution

02. Commission plan

03. Next session of the legislature or no reversion specified

04. At-large elections

05. First order of business (i.e., no law can be passed before reapportionment made)

06. Court imposed plan (excludes cases where court plan not prescribed by the constitution)

07. Combines two or more of these, or specifies other reversion (e.g., secretary of state)

Court Scrutiny

00. No history of judicial review of reapportionment

01. Past history of judicial review of reapportionment (i.e., one case where state court ruled on the constitutionality of a reapportionment plan or amendment)

Content

01.
Changed the basis or representation or reapportionment

02. Changed responsibility, reversion or both

03. Changed size of lower or upper house, or both

04. Changed other provision related to reapportionment (e.g., frequency of reapportionment)

05. Changed allocation of seats, location of lines for lower or upper house, or both

06. Reaffirmed previous rule related to reapportionment (usually for court rulings that find a statute or amendment inconsistent with the constitution)

Title

Lists the title of the law or case, where known

Description

Describes relevant changes, provisions introduced by constitution, law or judicial ruling, where known. Original constitutions are assumed to include provisions that specify basis of reapportionment (including by absence), responsibility for reapportionment, size of lower and upper houses, and first apportionment of lower and upper houses.
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